Gaeilge/Irish Policy

St.Anthony's Special School
Humbert Way,
Castlebar
Co.Mayo



Introduction Statement and Rationale
St.Anthony's is a special school established in 1967 and caters for pupils from Co.Mayo with
special educational needs within the mild general learning diability range, from age 4-18 years
of age. It is our school's aim to provide a nurturing environment focused on helping students
develop functional academic, social and interpersonal skills. Emphasis is also placed on
self-help and community participation, empowering every student to reach their full potential
and lead fulfilling, independent lives.

This plan was developed in consultation with staff and in accordance with Circular
0052/2019. Exemptions from the study of Irish states:

“In case of pupils in special schools and in special classes in mainstream schools, and in
recognising the authority devolved to the management authorities in decision making
concerning the Irish Language learning needs of the pupils concerned, a formal application
for a Certificate of Exemption is not required. Pupils in special schools and in special classes
in mainstream schools will therefore be exempt without holding a Certificate of Exemption®.
In line with the Department’s policy above however, schools are expected and
encouraged to provide all pupils, to the greatest extent possible and in a meaningful
way, with opportunities to participate in Irish Language and cultural activities at a
level appropriate to their learning needs.

Aims:

e To create and develop an awareness of Irish language and Irish culture

e To provide opportunities for all pupils to participate in Irish Language and cultural
activities in a meaningful way

e To promote and encourage a positive attitude to the Irish Language and our Irish
culture

e Pupils will enjoy learning about and being exposed to our Irish language and culture

Irish Language and Cultural Activities:



Irish History as laid out in the National Curriculum for Primary & Post Primary schools
Irelands National Anthem & Ireland Call

Irish dancing e.g - sedn nés, shoe the donkey, brush dance( cross curricular-PE)

Irish folklore stories e.g Children of Lir, Oisin and Tir and Tir na nOg (cross
curricular with History & Language)

Irish traditional sports- Gaelic football, hurling, camogie, rounders & Handball ( cross
curricular PE)

Irish and County Mayo flags and crest + emblem's Cross curricular geography)
Provinces and counties of Ireland ( cross curricular -Geography)

Art- Celtic art activities (Book of Kells- Cross curricular- History & Art)

St.Brigids day activities- St.Brigid's song, life story, cloak, making crosses from
straws or rush wreath)

St.Patricks Day activities- Learn about St.Patricks life, story of St.Patrick and the
snakes, make hats, shamrocks and badges. We have a St.Patricks day parade within
the school with the plan to join the town parade in time to come ( Cross Curricular -
religion & History, Art)

St.Anthony- learn about him, (Cross curricular- Religion, History, Art)

Irish life in the past e.g school fadé, sa bhaile, ar an bhfeirm, Halloween games in the
past etc (Cross curricular- History, circle time, science)

Irish Food (Bia) e.g traditional cooking, soup, brown bread and scones (Cross curricular
Home Economics)

School trips to cultural places - Knock, Woollen mills Foxford, Davitt Museum Straide,
Museum of Country Life Turlough etc

Seachtain na Gaeilge- St.Anthony's school will participate in Seachtain na Gaeilge each
year

Irish vocabulary will be displayed in classrooms e.g doras, fuinneog,clog, leithreas sri
Irish words and phrases will be used informally throughout the day- ldmha suas,
bualadh bos, oscail an doras, slan, Fdilte, dia dhuit, Is mise, daitheanna(colours),
Laethanta-days of the week, go raibh maith agat srl

Irish phrase of the week/month- we will have an Irish phrase each week/month which
will be distributed to all classes and practiced in assembly

Theme of the month- Irish vocabulary will be used where appropriate when teaching
lessons e.g mé fein, an aimsir, bia srl

Language games e.g Bingo as Gaeilge, eist agus dathaigh (listen & Colour), Simon says
(Deir O Gradaigh)

Paidreacha-Blessing as Gaeilge

Vocab as Gaeilge that teachers wish to use (see Gaeilge resources folder)



Thematic Approach

Our school adopts a thematic approach each month. Irish language and cultural activities can
be linked to these themes:
O Myself and my Senses
O My Family
O My School
O Autumn and Halloween
O People who help us
O Transport and Journeys
O Houses and Homes
0 Winter and Christmas
O New Year
[J St.Brigids Day
(0 Weather and clothes
O Lent & Easter
O Day and night
(J Gardening and Growing
O Summer
O Holidays
O Water
O At the Zoo
O At the Playground
O Minibeasts
O Suggested vocab as Gaeilge (enclosed in Gaeilge resource folder)

ist of Re ces

e Stories (Library and Story sacks)
Posters

Musical instruments

Youtube

Powerpoints

Twinkl

Games- bingo and class resources

Use of resources for each theme- clothes(eadai), Food (Bia), My family (Mo
chlann), Animals (Ainmhaithe) srl

e Gaeloideachas-Gaeilge do Thuismitheoiri, Gaeilge do Mdinteoir



(4 Roles and Responsibilities

All teachers will be responsible for implementing this plan and policy.

The Deputy Principal will be responsible for the phrase of the week/month and organising
activities for Seachtain na Gaeilge.

Ratification and Implementatio

The policy will be implemented in the new school calendar year Sept 2025-'26.
Ratification at the next, Board of Management meeting Monday 7th April 2025.
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Chairé[son of the Board of Management
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Principal







