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St.Anthony’s School -Library Policy

Introduction:

This policy is a review of existing policy drafted and ratified in Nov 2008. Since this
policy we have obtained a new library in the new build which also works as a
meeting room.

Rationale:
The school has a library policy in place because of the need to:

a. Structure a timetable to allow equal and uninterrupted library access to all
classes
b. Ensure efficecient use of school library resources

Relationship to School Ethos

St.Anthony’s school strives to empower every student to reach their full potential in
an inclusive and supportive community. We also strive to instill a love of learning
through the provision of a stimulating and learner friendly school environment.

Aims/Objectives:

e To foster a love of reading and an appreciation of literature

e To provide an adequately resourced library

e To provide a stimulating environment, with comfort seating conducive to an
enjoyable reading experience

e To liaise as partners with parents in promoting literacy a love for books and
reading in the school and at home

e To provide a diverse range of resources and books for all pupils in the school
including the use of IPADS & Chrome books as research tools for literacy
purposes

Roles and Responsibilities

The provision and organisation of library resources in the school has been
undertaken by the Deputy Principal but all staff play a role in keeping the library tidy
after a class's use or advising the deputy principal if new resources are required.
Each class has their own class library in their classroom and is advised to
encourage DEAR time and quiet reading in between classes.



Policy Content

The school has a dedicated library. A large selection of books, big books and
story sacks are available for all classes and all ability levels

The class teachers did not feel a time-table was required for the school year
2025-26 but will be closely monitored and reviewed next school year. Some
beanbags and comfortable seating with mats are inplace, with the hope we
may source some more beanbags this school year for the library.

The parents/guardians are the primary educators of their children and as such
the school share resources with parents/guardians in relation to homework,
shared reading etc

Each classroom has its own ‘Mini Library’. Children can access this library on
an informal basis when they have completed their class work or at the
teacher's discretion.

The school takes part in World Book Day events each year and classes are
encouraged to visit the Castlebar Town library for story time or events
happening in the library suitable for our students.

The school has adopted many different reading schemes to suit the various
needs and abilities of our students. Each class has its own reading scheme,
material and ancillary materials. This ensures that pupils cover a wide range of
different reading schemes and ancillary reading materials. This ensures that
pupils cover a wide range of different reading schemes by the time they finish
in the school. It also ensures that pupils who have reached a certain level of
reading fluency have a wide range of different reading materials to use for
practice and consolidation. Some of the schemes included are Oxford Reading
Tree, POPS, Sails, Wellington Square, Jolly Phonics, Wolf Hill, National
Geographic, Walker Stories, Corgi’s, Ladybird, Nelson, Big Cat,SRA Language
Laboratory & many others.

IPAD’s and Chrome books are available to all classes for literacy and
language class among other uses with research, maths, SESE

Special Duty AP post holder- Helena Brady keeps a record of new resources
and sources requested to be added to the library

Success Criteria

Annual review of Library, resources and timetabling requirement

Teacher observation

Students questioning the level of enjoyment & satisfaction with our school
library. Is it purposeful and supporting their learning

Termly review of resources and change displays to increase students
enjoyment and exposure to new material



Ratification and Implementation:

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management at a meeting on 9th
March 2026

Chairperson of the Board of Management:
Signature: /Q( ’ 4%#( Zﬁ% Date: © 7 /03 /242 £

School Principal:

Signature: @Mg/\/\ﬁ)ate: 7/3/ ARBR6




Assessment of our Library & Its Resources
For Students & Staff

Name:
Class:
Date:

Thank you in advance for completing this Questionnaire, which will help us
make our school library a fun and educational area for you to spend time in

Question YES NO

Do you visit the school library every day?

Do you visit the school Library every week?

Do you enjoy the school library?

Are there books and resources you enjoy in the library?

Is the library comfortable?

Are there books or resources you would like in the library?

If you answered yes to the above please write what you
would like in the library (below)

Do you enjoy using the school IPAD’s and Chrome books?

Are there enough APP’s on the IPAD’s that are educational
and that you enjoy?

If you answer NO to the above- please list below any
APP’s you would like on the IPAD’s

Have you any suggestions to make our school library
better?

If you answered YES to the above question please list
your suggestions below
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