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Modern Languages (French) Yearly Plan - Special School Setting For pupils aged
5-18 | Preverbal to verbal | Inclusive, sensory, and movement-focused

0 Modern Languages Policy Statement

At our school, the Modern Languages programme is designed to be inclusive, culturally
responsive, and accessible to all pupils, regardless of their communication level,
background, or ability. We are committed to celebrating and valuing linguistic and
cultural diversity, ensuring that all pupils feel represented and respected.

Currently, the focus is on introducing the French language through a multisensory and
creative curriculum that supports sensory regulation, communication needs, and holistic
development. We use strategies such as reduced language, Irish Sign Language
(ISL), visuals, music, and movement-based learning to support pupils with speech,
language, and general learning needs.

q Autumn Term: “Bonjour, France!”
Theme: Introduction to French language, Paris, and French identity.

e Key Words: Bonjour, Merci, Paris, Tour

¢ Song: “Bonjour Bonjour” (to the tune of Frere Jacques)

¢ Physical Activity: “Tour de France” bike relay or scooter circuit

e Arts & Sensory: Eiffel Tower building (blocks), French flag painting

o Notes: Great start-of-year theme; lots of visuals and movement. Collaborate with
PE teacher for bike/scooter setup and music teacher for rhythm support.

q Late Autumn: “French Fun & Fancy Dress”
Theme: Halloween and imaginative play with French vocabulary.

e Key Words: Citrouille, Chat noir, Fantdme, Couleurs

e Song: Halloween animal chant (to The Addams Family)

¢ Physical Activity: French Halloween freeze dance with lights and music
e Arts & Sensory: Pumpkin painting, leaf collage, wand making

e Notes: Ideal for dressing up and themed play. Use sensory bins with autumn
items. Music and movement support encouraged. Pupils may choose to dress in
a French-themed costume (e.g., striped shirt, beret) as a non-scary alternative
to traditional Halloween attire.




a Winter Term: “Noél en France”

Theme: French Christmas customs, songs, and sensory experiences.

Key Words: Noél, Cadeau, Pére Noél, Etoile

Song: “Douce Nuit” (Silent Night) or “Petit Papa Noél”

Physical Activity: Jingle Bell Parade with movement and music
Arts & Sensory: Christmas cards, nativity scene, wrapping station

Notes: Calming term; include light-based sensory area with soft music. Music
teacher can support with calming song delivery.

A Spring Term: “Amour et Amitié” (Love & Friendship)

Theme: Celebrating emotions, friendship, and Valentine’s Day.

Key Words: Ami, Amour, Cceur, Bisous

Song: “You've Got a Friend in Me” (French version)
Physical Activity: Heart relay or matching game

Arts & Sensory: Heart collages, plush toy picnic, bubbles

Notes: Focus on emotional language and connections. Very inclusive. PE
teacher can help design movement-based games around friendship.

T Summer Term: “Célébrons en Frangais!”

Theme : Weekly Celebration

End-of-year celebration, performance, and cultural review

French Week-incorporating the Dining Room, French Cuisine, French family
come and talk at French Assembly. Decorate the school with French flags and
bunting (made in art classes), French music

Key Words

Food in the Dining Hall

Song: “Ce Réve Bleu” (A Whole New World) or recap favourite Disney songs
Physical Activity: French Café role play / treasure hunt

Arts & Sensory: Menus, dressing up, sensory food tasting

Notes: Bring everything together with a French Day or mini show. Collaborate
with PE and music departments to prepare a celebration or performance.




a General Notes:

Visuals: Use photos, PECS, or real objects. Core boards or display boards can
be used where appropriate—these are communication boards displaying key
vocabulary or symbols and may be adapted to reflect French terms in simplified
ISL or visuals.

AAC: Include French vocabulary on devices or communication supports. Use
reduced and accessible language throughout.

PE Integration: Prioritize movement-based language activities every term.
Assessment: Participation, engagement, and enjoyment over accuracy.

Collaboration: Strong collaboration with PE and music teacher is recommended
to support multisensory learning and engagement throughout the year.
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